Oregon Treasures Legislation—2008 


congressman earl blumenauer and congressman peter deFazio


mount hood Legislative outline

Wilderness/Wild and Scenic RIVERS/national recreation areaS- 

The legislation would add approximately 132,000 acres of Wilderness to the Mt. Hood National Forest. 
The proposed Wilderness areas are: 

· Badger Creek Wilderness Additions: Badger Creek Additions, Bonney Butte, Boulder Lake 

· Bull of the Woods Wilderness Additions: Bull of the Woods Additions

· Clackamas Wilderness: Big Bottom, Clackamas Canyon, Memaloose Lake, Sisi Butte, 
South Fork Clackamas

· Mark O. Hatfield Wilderness Additions: Gorge Face, Larch Mountain

· Mount Hood Wilderness Additions: Barlow Butte, Bluegrass Ridge, Elk Cove/Mazama, 
Richard L. Kohnstamm Memorial Area, Sand Canyon, Sandy River Additions, Twin Lakes, Tilly Jane,
White River, Cloud Cap

· Salmon-Huckleberry Wilderness Additions: Alder Creek, Eagle Creek, Hunchback Mountain, Inch Creek, Mirror Lake, Roaring River, Salmon River Meadows, Salmon Huckleberry Keyhole

· Lower White River Wilderness

The legislation would add 79.6 miles of new Wild and Scenic Rivers. They are: 

· South Fork Clackamas River

· Eagle Creek

· Middle Fork Hood River

· South Fork Roaring River

· ZigZag River

· Fifteenmile Creek

· East Fork Hood River

· Collawash River

· Fish Creek

The legislation would designate approximately 34,550 acres as National Recreation Areas (NRA). They are:

· Mount Hood NRA

· Fifteen Mile Creek NRA

· Shellrock Mountain NRA

Crystal Springs Watershed Management Unit- The bill would establish a special resources management unit for the Crystal Springs Watershed to ensure protection of water quality and quantity.  The Crystal Springs Watershed serves residential citizens, communities, irrigation districts, and diverse ecosystems on the north side of Mount Hood with clean water.

Land Conveyances – The legislation would direct the Forest Service to engage in three land exchanges. The first, between Mt. Hood Meadows and the U.S. Forest Service, would facilitate the exchange of 120 acres of Forest Service managed land in Government Camp for 770 acres of private land at Cooper Spur. The legislation would require a new appraisal to be conducted, and mandate compliance with the Uniform Appraisal Standards for Federal Land Acquisition and Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal Practice. In  addition, the legislation would facilitate land exchanges between the Port of Cascade Locks and the Forest Service, and between Clackamas County and the Forest Service. Construction activities on lands conveyed shall comply with nationally recognized building and property maintenance codes or nationally recognized codes for development in the wildland-urban interface. 

Transportation – The legislation would direct the Secretary of Agriculture to seek to participate in the development of an integrated, multi-modal transportation plan for the Mount Hood region developed by the Oregon Department of Transportation. 

Forest Stewardship and Watershed Health – The legislation would direct the Secretary to  prepare a report on and implementation schedule for a vegetation management strategy, including biomass utilization, for the Mount Hood National Forest. 

local and tribal relationships – The legislation would direct the Secretary to consult with Indian Tribes with treaty-reserved gathering rights on the Mount Hood forest to develop and implement a management plan that meets the cultural foods obligations of the United States under applicable treaties. This plan would be consistent with existing Memoranda of Understanding.  

Recreation – The legislation would permit the Secretary to establish a working group for the purpose of providing advice and recommendations to the Forest Service on planning and implementing recreation enhancements in the Mount Hood National Forest. It would further direct the Secretary to consider converting roads designated for closure or decommissioning into recreation trails. It would also encourage the Secretary to work with the public to construct a trail within the Mount Hood forest suitable for use by persons with disabilities. 

In addition to Mt. Hood, we believe there are other treasured places in Oregon that are ripe for special protection in the 110th Congress. They include: 

Oregon caves

The legislation would enhance the protection of the natural resources associated with Oregon Caves National Monument, increase public recreation opportunities, expand local economic development opportunities and protect the drinking water source of Oregon Caves National Monument from pollution and contamination by adjusting the boundary of the Monument by approximately 4000 acres.

wild rogue

Pursuant to the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, the legislation would designate 142.9 miles of tributaries to the Lower Rogue Wild and Scenic River (est. 1968) and classify the tributaries as either “Wild,” “Scenic,” or “Recreational” in order to protect the outstandingly remarkable values of these tributaries themselves as well as the benefits that these tributaries contribute to the Lower Rogue Wild and Scenic River.
